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Draft done?  Check.

From Brandon Webb to Paul Bacot, the draft is now complete.  In between we learned about players like Tonayne Brown, the other “talents” of Kaz Tadano, and chuckled over Ray’s ability to draft a player he already owned (Sean Burnett).  Never boring- always insightful- hopefully this will become the BW Draft mantra.

With just a short amount of time so far to look over things here is kind of my quickie assessment of picks that surprised and teams that I thought performed well:

First Round Steal:  Jody Gerut at #8 for Rivendell.  Really thought he was a lock for the Top 5.  Granted, slipping three slots isn’t catastrophic for a player, but I just thought he would have gone a tad earlier.

Best Minor Leaguer- First Round:  Flip a coin and choose between Greg Miller (Taggart) and Cole Hamels (Portland).  

Biggest Leap Forward into first round:  Robby Hammock.  Hammock is one of those guys who is probably just going to find a way to play consistently in the majors.  With a manager like Bob Brenly to appreciate him he could be more productive than most of us would generally assume here at the outset of his career. 

Second Round Steal:  Doug Waechter at #30 for Northwoods.  All indications are that the D-Rays think he has ace stuff.  To see Corey nab him in the second does not make the Taggart faithful happy.

Best Minor Leaguer- Second Round:  Gonna toot my own horn here so please excuse me (  Sergio Santos is the choice.  If he can stay at short and slug like he is projected to, I may have a not so mini A-Rod on my hands.

Best Sleeper pick in Second Round:  David DeJesus at #43 for Portland.  Loaded with “ifs”- if he can stay healthy, if he gets a chance to start, etc.- DeJesus could break out and become a solid leadoff hitter in BW for Stefan and his Grays.

Best Minor Leaguer- Third Round:  Michael Aubrey.  Clinton may have stolen a future All Star in round three.

Steal of the Draft:  Angel Guzman at #115 for Ray.  For a man who was busy drafting his own players and pitchers with background “issues,” I do believe Ray snookered us all by nabbing Guzman.  Heck, as Corey mentioned to me- Guzman was the Cubbies #2 prospect last year so we’ve all been hood-winked for two drafts in a row!  Shame on us as the boys at Baseball America would not be proud…

In no particular order here are the teams that I thought came out of Saturday’s draft with the best hauls of talent:  Northwoods, Syracuse, Silver, Portland, Taggart, Buckeye and Baltimore.  Honorable mention:  Lafontaine Park and San Bernardino.

Hope everyone enjoyed themselves.  It is always a blast to interact with all of you. 

Thanks once again to Daniel for steering us through a draft.

Secondary Free Agency (SFA)

By the 25th (most likely sooner) I will have a list of players eligible to be signed during SFA.  Bids must be in to me no later than the 1st of March.  I should then have the results out no later than the following day.  

For those unfamiliar SFA is conducted slightly differently then regular FA in that it is quite without the frills.  With your bids you send in some instructions of how many players, PA’s, innings, etc, you desire.  Then I just start putting players on teams according to these instructions while observing the Bid Superiority chart.  More on this will come out with the list of eligibles.

Just keep in mind that there is a hard 40-man roster to be reached by the 30th of March.  As such, you may not want to splurge on players in this process because if you sign them you are obligated to them financially.

While I was reading…

I’ve had my Bill James Historical Baseball Abstract out lately.   The Abstract is a wonderful book that you can simply open to any page and start reading.  Here’s a little nugget that I found while reading James’ entry for ‘Big Six,’ Christy Mathewson…

James wrote:  “I would have liked Christy Mathewson.  When he was in a sanitarium recovering from his injuries in WWI, he spent his time devising an APBA or SOM type game in his head.  “When a fellow cannot read, or write, or talk,” he told a reporter later, “it requires some resourcefulness to keep his mind off his troubles.  I started working out a baseball game, figuring every chance and studying how it should be played mechanically so as to offer the same chances as are offered on a ball field.  It interested me and kept my mind engaged.”

If any of you stumble upon tidbits like this feel free to pass them along to me to help fill up newsletter space (
Trades

54. Taggart trades Antonio Osuna, Antonio Alfonseca and $1,375,000 to Toontown for a bag of peanuts.
55. Buckeye trades Dan Wheeler to Silver for Silver’s 2004 6th round draft choice.
56. Tampa Bay trades Rod Barajas to Minnesota for a bag of peanuts.
57. Rivendell trades Sammy Sosa to Maryland for Tim Salmon and Maryland’s 2004 1st round draft choice.
58. Waukesha trades Roger Clemens to Tampa Bay for Jeff D’Amico and $450,000.
59. Virginia trades Joe Beimel to Tampa Bay for Carlos Febles and Javier Valentin.
60. Virginia trades Tony Womack and $1,000,000 to Baltimore for a bag of cotton candy.
61. Silver trades Chris George and Paul Wilson to Annadale fo Annadale’s 2005 4th round draft choice.
62. Northwoods trades Matt Morris to Annadale for Glendon Rusch, Juan Cruz and Annadale’s 2004 1st and 2005 2nd round draft choices.
63. Annadale trades Bill Hall and Vance Wilson to Port Richey for Shigetoshi Hasegawa.
64. Tampa Bay trades Curt Leskanic, Dan Plesac and Pokey Reese to Silver for Alex Gonzalez (fla).
65. Buckeye trades Reggie Taylor and $100,000 to Northwoods for a Northwoods Moose tree ornament.
66. Virginia trades Chad Zerbe and $200,000 to Buckeye for a bag of peanuts.
67. Tampa Bay trades Royce Clayton to Maryland for a bag of peanuts.
68. Waukesha trades Jose Molina to Annadale for a box of Cracker Jacks.
69. Rivendell trades Scott Eyre to Silver for Aaron Sele and $400,000.
70. Portland trades Jeff Cirillo and $200,000 to Buckeye for a bag of peanuts.
71. Lafontaine Park trades Ben Kozlowski to Portland for $100,000.
72. Williamsburg trades Chris Singleton and $200,000 to Buckeye for Buckeye’s 2004 6th round draft choice.
73. Williamsburg trades Enrique Wilson to Baltimore for $25,000.
74. Lafontaine Park trades Ruben Mateo and Nick Bierbrodt to Virginia for Virginia’s 2004 3rd and 4th round draft choices.

Upcoming Deadlines

Feb 25th
Last date that I’ll have the list of SFA-eligible players out to all

March 1st
Deadline to have your SFA bids in to Mark.  Results out within the day.

Fines

None.

Articles

No articles this month.  I do believe that is a first.

Next Issue Of News & Report

I’ve been working on a project lately.  Thought I would have it ready for February but it just won’t happen in time.  Will have it for next month though.  Schedule will be out and a corrected constitution also.
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