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First Pitch Set for Year Two

All of the off-season tinkering is complete.  Some clubs have new owners while some players have new addresses.  It all adds up to our second chase for hardware.  Will Syracuse defend their crown?  Will Aspen or Lafontaine Park bring glory to the NL in 2004?  Is any team looking to go worst to first?  Read on and get an inside scoop on how BW teams line up for Opening Day.

First things first

Before playing any games make sure you go to SOM’s online site and download the new patch for the game.  This is critical!  The patch is 10 MB so it will take a bit of time, but be patient.  Start the process and come back after you’ve read a book or watched a few hours of sitcoms (
BRASSWORLD 2004 Preview

Last season the power in BW was firmly laid in the AL.  The AL took the All Star game and eventually produced the first league champ.  The AL also won the inter-league battle with 126 victories in 240 games.  The eventual champion SkyChiefs finished the regular season with a BW best 107 victories.  A sign of the AL’s depth comes from the fact that it possessed only one of the league’s four 100 game losers in 2003.  That all being said, does the NL have a chance in 2004?  Will Syracuse or another AL club dominate the 2004 proceedings?  Well, that’s why we play the games (
In my previews “Farm Star” is a min player whom I believe will be making waves in BW in the near future.  “On the Spot” players are youngsters or new acquisitions that I feel need to play up to expectations for the club to succeed in 2004.  Enjoy.

Aaron Division – National League

	How they finished in 2003…
	…and how I see them in 2004

	1. Lafontaine Park
	4. Buckeye
	1. Lafontaine Park
	4. Tampa Bay

	2. Abilene
	5. Annadale
	2. Annadale
	5. Buckeye

	3. Virginia
	6. Port Richey
	3. Virginia
	6. Port Richey


	Lafontaine Park Diamonds
	LP Made it all the way to the BW World Series in 2003.  I predict them to hold on to their divisional crown in 2004, but it is going to be a dogfight.  The team remains solidly balanced.  Behind the dish few teams can muster the pop that is amply supplied by Messrs. LeCroy and Wilson.  Vidro and Tejada form one of the best keystone combos in BW.  While the loss of Mike Lowell at third may be have caused the Diamond faithful some off-season jitters they had to be more than pleased to see Jim Edmonds (.982 OPS in Waukesha in ’03) come over in return to patrol an OF spot.  A hard fought spring battle has yet to decide a fifth starter out of Kaz Ishii and Rodrigo Lopez.  If there are any concerns on the club it has to be in the pen where there are few dominant arms to put opponents away. 

On the Spot in 2004:  Ted Lilly and Hank Blalock

	2003: 95-67
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	LeCroy/Wilson
	SP
	W. Miller
	

	1B
	D. Lee
	SP
	K. Wells
	

	2B
	Vidro
	SP
	Pavano
	

	3B
	Blalock
	SP
	Lilly
	

	SS
	Tejada
	SP
	Ishii/ R. Lopez
	

	OF
	Cameron
	CL
	Looper
	

	OF
	Edmonds
	
	
	

	OF
	Nady/Surhoff
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 31-17 vs LHP (best in BW)
	

	Farm Star: Russ Adams
	


	Annadale Anteaters
	Annadale should be much impoved in 2004.  One of the better pitching staffs in BW seemingly got better.  A.J. Burnett went down late last year with an elbow injury and that will keep him out in 2004, but Robert was able to plug the hole with Matty Morris (15-13, 3.55) from Northwoods.  Offensively there are not too many new faces here but Angel Berroa in particular has to be a major upgrade over the paltry production of Cesar Izturis in ’03 (.549 OPS).  Garrett Anderson and Torii Hunter are expected to power the O.  Mike Lieberthal is quietly one of the best catchers in BW.  Pitching-wise this club is very strong 1-4.  Damaso Marte leads a talented bullpen that should be the difference for the Anteaters on many nights.

On the Spot in 2004:  Angel Berroa and Wil Cordero    

	2003: 75-87
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Lieberthal
	SP
	Zito
	

	1B
	Snow
	SP
	Morris
	

	2B
	Polanco
	SP
	Ru. Ortiz
	

	3B
	Randa
	SP
	Hampton
	

	SS
	Berroa
	SP
	P. Wilson
	

	OF
	G. Anderson
	CL
	Marte
	

	OF
	Hunter
	
	
	

	OF
	Tucker/Cordero
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 3.42 ERA (2nd in NL)
	

	Farm Star: Zach Greinke
	


	Virginia Patriots
	 The Pats have room for improvement as they have a glaring hole at second and a shaky pen to start 2004.  Offensively this is still one of the finer clubs in BW.  The surprising Jay Gibbons (35 HR in ’03) returns to front the Patriot attack.  But alone he will not be as Delgado and Nomar also swing some mighty lumber.  As of right now no one has emerged from the Carlos Febles/Jamey Carroll/Fernando Vina scrum for 2B PT in ’04.  Much like Annadale this team has some very strong starting pitchers.  Hudson (21-8, 2.76) returns after claiming the Mathewson in ’03.  Maddux, Colon and C.C. could all easily be aces for many BW clubs.  The fifth spot will depend on how Mike wants to setup his weak pen.  Keeping Kim in the pen would be a big help to the staff, but then that most likely means Salomon Torres is taking semi-regular turns in the rotation.  

On the Spot in 2004:  Milton Bradley and Byung-Hyun Kim

	2003: 90-72
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Posada
	SP
	Hudson
	

	1B
	Delgado
	SP
	Maddux
	

	2B
	???
	SP
	Colon
	

	3B
	Wiggington
	SP
	Sabathia
	

	SS
	Garciaparra
	SP
	Kim/Torres
	

	OF
	Bradley
	CL
	Julio
	

	OF
	Gibbons
	
	
	

	OF
	Payton
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 18-24 in 1-run games
	

	Farm Star: Prince Fielder
	

	
	


	Best Outfield in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Toontown
	2
	Syracuse
	3
	Gotham City
	4
	Silver
	5
	Tampa Bay


	Tampa Bay Bravos
	Moved in the off-season from Abilene, the newly christened Bravos look pretty good.  If there is a sleeper team in the NL for ’04, the Bravos are it.  As of press time it was unclear as to whom would man SS for the Bravos in ’04 as Eckstein enjoyed a wonderful ’03 campaign and Gonzalez is a wonder with the leather.  Like Virginia, 2B is a wide-open race at the moment.  In the outfield is where this team is quite strong as starting out on the bench will be the talented trio of Juan Gonzalez, Darin Erstad and Carl Crawford.  Gonzo in particular could be vital to the club’s chance in ’04 if is he is healthy (only 161 AB in ’03).  Doc Halladay fronts a solid rotation and is my early pick to win the Mathewson in ’04.  The pen is strong with either Scott Williamson or Eddie Guardado more than capable of closing out games.   

On the Spot in 2004:  Lance Berkman and Jeremi Gonzalez

	2003: 90-72
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	C. Johnson
	SP
	Halladay
	

	1B
	N. Johnson
	SP
	Clemens
	

	2B
	???
	SP
	F. Garcia
	

	3B
	Alfonzo
	SP
	Eaton
	

	SS
	Eck/Gonzalez
	SP
	Je. Gonzalez
	

	OF
	Ibanez
	CL
	Williamson
	

	OF
	Pierre
	
	
	

	OF
	Berkman
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 50 home W’s (best in Aaron)
	

	Farm Star: Dan Meyer
	

	
	


	Buckeye Eclipse
	Right away one notices that the Eclipse should be better off defensively, at the very least, in ’04.  Why?  Because they have Troy Glaus back at third now instead out of position at SS like he was last season.  Also, Chris Singleton gives the club a “go get ‘em” CF, an aspect of the Eclipse that was quite lacking last year.  Hitting-wise the club leans to the right, but when some of those righties come in the form of Pujols, C. Lee and Glaus you figure Ray will be okay.  Jamie Moyer (23 WS in ’03 with Aspen) came in during free agency to lead the staff.  Pitching was poor in ’03 and his presence should help.  The rest of the staff lacks “oomph” as they are of a middling sort.  In any event, The Eclipse should at least tread water while “Trader Ray” determines a truer course for his club over the coming months.

On the Spot in 2004:  Mark Grudzielanek and Jamie Moyer   

	2003: 79-83
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Hall
	SP
	Moyer
	

	1B
	T. Lee
	SP
	Radke
	

	2B
	Grudzielanek
	SP
	Lidle
	

	3B
	Glaus
	SP
	Rogers
	

	SS
	M. Young
	SP
	Jennings
	

	OF
	Pujols
	CL
	???
	

	OF
	Singleton
	
	
	

	OF
	C. Lee
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 19 September Losses in ‘03
	

	Farm Star: Alexis Rios
	


	Port Richey Sandcranes
	Port Richey faithful are expecting to see some improvement on the field in ’04.  A better season may indeed come if Fred McGriff can sustain his ’03 numbers of 32 homers and .564 slugging pct.  Watch out for young Vernon Wells as his monstrous spring portends of a stellar ’04 and beyond.  RF will need to be worked out as Fred will need to determine a palatable combo out of Phil Nevin, Orlando Palmeiro and Aaron Guiel.  Nevin, frankly, may be playing himself out of the picture as his “spring fling” in the outfield has not looked encouraging.  Another player to watch in ’04 for the ‘Cranes will be Eric Munson.  His position is a bit undefined, but his power potential is sorely needed in PR.  On the mound hopefully there will be noticeable improvement.  Recent draftee Horacio Ramirez has sparkled in camp and appears to have locked down the third spot in the rotation.  Jose Valverde is “closing” in on Ugie for the role of stopper.

On the Spot in 2004:  Horacio Ramirez and Kris Benson

	2003: 61-101
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	E. Diaz
	SP
	Pineiro
	

	1B
	McGriff
	SP
	Ohka
	

	2B
	M. Anderson
	SP
	H. Ramirez
	

	3B
	Hillenbrand
	SP
	Appier
	

	SS
	Guzman
	SP
	Benson
	

	OF
	Stewart
	CL
	Urbina
	

	OF
	V. Wells
	
	
	

	OF
	???
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 5.07 ERA (Last in NL)
	

	Farm Star: Ben Hendrickson
	

	
	


Drew Olson of the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel commented in the paper’s April 1st edition on the perceived “importance” of Opening Day in baseball: “Teams feed into this by decorating the ballpark with red, white and blue bunting, letting high school bands play during the pregame and allowing TV stations to broadcast live from the parking lot because it adds to the excitement and, gosh darn it, the viewing public can always use tail-gaiting tips from shirtless guys who called in sick that day at work.”

Mays Division – National League

	How they finished in 2003…
	…and how I see them in 2004

	1. Aspen
	4. Taggart
	1. Maryland
	4. Aspen

	2. Maryland
	5. Boston
	2. Savannah
	5. Taggart

	3. West Oakland
	6. Northwoods
	3. West Oakland
	6. Northwoods


	Maryland Mounders
	The Mounders were excellent in ’03.  They have a chance to be even better in ’04.  A team that was just a tad short on homers last season (157) added Sammy Sosa (45 in Rivendell) to thump in their lineup.  MVP candidate Todd Helton returns at 1B.  Opposing baserunners will probably take some liberties on the basepaths with Lofton and Bernie expected to play regularly.  At short Bill can either go straight for D with Royce Clayton or a bit more O with Chris Woodward.  The bench will carry some solid reserve sticks in the form of Larry Bigbie, Tike Redman and Billy McMillon.  1-5 the Mounders can put out a very talented starting rotation.  Clement won 21 games in ’03.  Youngster Josh Beckett comes over to pitch in the five hole.  When injuries arise expect another talented youngster- Oliver Perez- to see action.  Smoltize (33 SV’s, 1.60) is simply one of the best at the end of games.

On the Spot in 2004:  Sammy Sosa and Josh Beckett 

	2003: 97-65
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Myers/Miller
	SP
	Pettitte
	

	1B
	Helton
	SP
	Nomo
	

	2B
	Kent
	SP
	Clement
	

	3B
	Koskie
	SP
	Redman
	

	SS
	???
	SP
	Beckett
	

	OF
	Lofton
	CL
	Smoltz
	

	OF
	B. Williams
	
	
	

	OF
	Sosa
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 380 2B’s (#1 in BW)
	

	Farm Star: Grady Sizemore
	

	
	


	Savannah Sand Gnats
	The Gnats have a chance at going from 100 losses to 100 wins in ’04.  Offensively, the team’s only weak link at the moment is behind the plate where Brook Fordyce is currently penciled in.  Alex Cintron appears promising at SS.  Todd Walker has always swung a nice stick at 2B.  Frank Thomas is healthy for ’04 and ready to man 1B on a full-time basis.  Draftee Scott Podsednik has looked quite solid in camp.  Much talked about youngster Mark Teixeira will have to fight for PT on this club in ’04.  It may be earlier than expected, but Mark Prior is ready to assume the role of staff ace.  Tom Glavine returns after pitching about as well as one could expect for a 100-loss club (11-11, 3.75).  His veteran demeanor should be of great help to a talented, but young staff.  Joe Table down at the end should see plenty of save opportunities.   

On the Spot in 2004:  Alex Cintron and Brian Anderson

	2003: 62-100
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Fordyce
	SP
	Prior
	

	1B
	F. Thomas
	SP
	Glavine
	

	2B
	T. Walker
	SP
	Peavy
	

	3B
	Castilla
	SP
	B. Anderson
	

	SS
	Cintron
	SP
	J. Davis
	

	OF
	R. White
	CL
	Mesa
	

	OF
	Podsednik
	
	
	

	OF
	Mondesi
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: .367 Slugging % (Last in NL)
	

	Farm Star: Kazuo Matsui
	

	
	


	West Oakland Wolverines
	Like last year WOW should be in the thick of the playoff hunt come September.  A solid ’03 pitching staff was bolstered even further in the off-season with Mike Mussina (14-17 in Abilene) and Esteban Loaiza.  Young Jerome Williams also came over in a trade but expect him to be eased into a staff role.  Octavio Dotel (11-6, 29 SV’s) is one of the best relievers in BW. Offensively Bill appears set to go with the same cast as last season for the most part.  Jose Hernandez, he of the 199 whiffs, still has SS to himself.  However, mercurial Jose Reyes has looked near-ready in camp.  Bobby Abreu (37 WS) was arguably the best player in the NL in ’03 and should be near the top once again.  Richie Sexson simply has to do better than his 23 homers and .259 BA of a year ago.  Molina and Vazquez are fine defenders for WOW.

On the Spot in 2004:  Mike Mussina and Esteban Loaiza  

	2003: 84-78
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Molina
	SP
	Wood
	

	1B
	Sexson
	SP
	Oswalt
	

	2B
	Vazquez
	SP
	Mussina
	

	3B
	Batista
	SP
	Loaiza
	

	SS
	Hernandez
	SP
	Hendrickson
	

	OF
	Abreu
	CL
	Dotel
	

	OF
	Damon
	
	
	

	OF
	Grissom/Stairs
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: Only 66 errors (Best in BW)
	

	Farm Star: J.J. Hardy
	


	Best Rotation in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Plum Island
	2
	Portland
	3
	Virginia
	4
	West Oakland
	5
	Annadale


	Aspen Rainmakers
	 A lack of offensive pop is the reason for the predicted slide in ’04.  C, 2B, SS, and two OF slots just don’t provide much offensive production here.  That being said, Rolen, Olerud and Gonzalez will be left with the Herculean task of carrying the club most nights.  Olerud may be hard-pressed to repeat his OPS of .923 in ’03.  Rolen, however, should hit better than .252 this year.  Pedro Martinez is back as the staff ace and should be in the hunt for the Mathewson come season’s end.  Jarrod Washburn is a solid #2 man for the Rainmakers (12-12, 3.53 in ’03).  The Franklin boys will hold down the 3 and 4 slots respectively.  The fifth starter is quite unclear at the moment.  Chris Reitsma moves to the closer role this season after starting 21 games in ’03.  Oscar Villarreal has been “lights out” this spring.  Look for Oscar to pitch many important innings in ’04.

On the Spot in 2004: Chris Reitsma and Oscar Villarreal

	2003: 101-61
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	LaRue/Matheny
	SP
	P. Martinez
	

	1B
	Olerud
	SP
	Washburn
	

	2B
	Cora
	SP
	R. Franklin
	

	3B
	Rolen
	SP
	W. Franklin
	

	SS
	J. Wilson
	SP
	???
	

	OF
	L. Gonzalez
	CL
	Reitsma
	

	OF
	Roberts
	
	
	

	OF
	Calloway/Spencer
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 53 W’s after June (#1 in NL)
	

	Farm Star: Joe Blanton
	

	
	


	Taggart Titans
	Offensively the Titans should be about the same as last season, which wasn’t bad.  Paul LoDuca is aboard and should be more productive behind the plate.  Steady improvement from both D’Angelo Jimenez and Sean Burroughs is to be expected.  And of course reigning NL MVP Vlad Guerrero (40 HR, 40 SB) returns to mash for Taggart.  Trade acquisition Eric Byrnes is making a name for himself in camp with his naturally hustling nature.  Right now the kid appears set as the Titans’ fourth OF.  Paul Konerko (.298 BA with Buckeye in ‘03) came over in a trade, but may only platoon in Taggart.  While the offense in Taggart is solid the pitching staff is a shambles.  Derek Lowe came over in a trade to give the staff some legitimacy.  But after that it is two pitchers of questionable talent (Kinney & Estes) and another (Rueter) who’s reported to have been “ragged” in his spring outings so far. 

On the Spot in 2004:  Paul LoDuca and Derek Lowe

	2003: 71-91
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	LoDuca
	SP
	Lowe
	

	1B
	Hatteberg
	SP
	Kinney
	

	2B
	Jimenez
	SP
	Estes
	

	3B
	Burroughs
	SP
	Rueter
	

	SS
	Rollins
	SP
	???
	

	OF
	Catalanotto
	CL
	Percival
	

	OF
	Dunn
	
	
	

	OF
	V. Guerrero
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 16-29 in 1-run games
	

	Farm Star: Dallas McPherson
	

	
	


	Northwoods Moose
	The Moose appear firmly fixated on the future as they head into 2004 play.  Lance Berkman (36 HR, 106 RBI) was traded away during the offseason.  Pat Burrell returns and will be the focal point of the offense.  Joe Crede moves into a FT role at 3B after hitting .254 in half a season in ’03.  Adam Everett and Orlando Hudson give the Moose solid infield D.  Everett may not want to get too comfy though as B.J. Upton looked good in camp for an 18 year old.  RF needs to be worked out for the Moose as Corey may be reluctant to throw the mega-talented Miguel Cabrera into the fire this season.  Like Taggart the pitching is a sore point.  Ben Sheets is strong-armed and able, but probably not the ace of a staff.  If Penny can repeat his 4.23 ERA from ’03 I’m sure Corey would be pleased.  K-Rod should be lightning out of the pen if nothing else.   Helling provides souvenirs to fans (
On the Spot in 2004:  Miguel Cabrera and Francisco Rodriguez

	2003: 59-103
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Alomar/Bennett
	SP
	Sheets
	

	1B
	C. Pena
	SP
	Penny
	

	2B
	Hudson
	SP
	Helling
	

	3B
	Crede
	SP
	Bernero
	

	SS
	A. Everett
	SP
	???
	

	OF
	Burrell
	CL
	F. Rodriguez
	

	OF
	E. Chavez
	
	
	

	OF
	???
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 29 Home W’s (Last in NL)
	

	Farm Star: B.J. Upton
	

	
	


	Best Infield in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Lafontaine Park
	2
	Portland
	3
	San Bernardino
	4
	Maryland
	5
	Silver


Ruth Division – American League

	How they finished in 2003…
	…and how I see them in 2004

	1. Toontown
	4. Gotham City
	1. Plum Island
	4. Gotham City

	2. Plum Island
	5. Portland
	2. Portland
	5. Williamsburg

	3. Williamsburg
	6. San Bernardino
	3. San Bernardino
	6. Toontown


	Plum Island Greenheads
	The ‘Heads get the nod for the pre-season number one slot- but just by a hair.  This club will smack the ball around the yard and field and pitch the ball with the best of BW in ’04.  Offensively, watch for the exciting Alfonso Soriano to put up numbers like ’03 (33 HR, 55 SB).  Mike Sweeney and his .950 OPS return to man 1B.  One wonders if Cliff Floyd is up to a .900+ OPS again in 2004.  Rumor has it that Richard Hidlago is healthy and ready to mash this season.  On the mound Javier Vazquez and Mark Mulder will continue to form one of the deadlier combos in BW.  Carlos Zambrano takes up residence in the rotation FT now after a year in the swingman’s role.  The real strength of the staff lies in its devastating pen.  Billy Wagner will close out games with much regularity- especially with the trio of Guillermo Mota, Kyle Farnsworth and Ricky Rincon making games six inning affairs.   On the Spot in 2004:  Ivan Rodriguez

	2003: 91-71
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	I. Rodriguez
	SP
	Vazquez
	

	1B
	Sweeney
	SP
	Mulder
	

	2B
	Soriano
	SP
	Ponson
	

	3B
	Mueller
	SP
	Zambrano
	

	SS
	Izturis
	SP
	Escobar
	

	OF
	Kielty/Floyd
	CL
	Wagner
	

	OF
	Kotsay
	
	
	

	OF
	Hidalgo
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 228 SB’s (2nd in AL)
	

	Farm Star: Dustin McGowan
	

	
	


	Portland Grays
	Portland just may win the Ruth in ’04.  Much depends on how young hitters Marcus Giles and Morgan Ensberg mesh into FT roles.  Victor Zambrano is also being counted on to be much better than his 7.85 ERA of a year ago while a healthy Kevin Brown is expected back in the rotation.  Last year’s “Farm Star” Hideki Matsui makes it a trio of solid additions to the Grays’ O.  The other two?  Well, only Manny Ramirez and Jason Giambi.   Grays will also sport a very solid bench.  Curt Schilling returns as the staff ace after an impressive 19-12 ’03 campaign.  Jason Schmidt is now the highest paid player in BW and will be expected to perform like it.  Watch out for rookie Dontrelle (D-Train) Willis.  Stefan is said to be quite fond of the precocious youngster.  He just may head to the Northwest when camp breaks.  Either Joe Borowski or Francisco Cordero is more than capable of closing out games for this club.    

On the Spot in 2004:  Morgan Ensberg and Jason Schmidt

	2003: 73-89
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Kendall
	SP
	Schilling
	

	1B
	Ja. Giambi
	SP
	Schmidt
	

	2B
	M. Giles
	SP
	V. Zambrano
	

	3B
	Ensberg
	SP
	Brown
	

	SS
	Renteria
	SP
	Willis
	

	OF
	Matsui
	CL
	Borowski
	

	OF
	Finley
	
	
	

	OF
	M. Ramirez
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 137 HR’s (2nd lowest in AL)
	

	Farm Star: Adam Wainwright
	

	
	


	San Bernardino Stampede
	Like Portland the Stampede figure to make their way up the table in ’04.  Much of the starting cast returns, but simply figures to be noticeably better after poor ‘03’s.  Of note were Mientkiewicz (.245 BA, 10 HR), Aramis Ramirez (.168 BA) and Brad Wilkerson (.237 BA).  A-Rod is still on board and should remain consistent.  A-Rod and Ellis will team up to give the Stampede some of the better middle IF defense in BW.  Randy Wolf is the ace again of the staff (15-9, 3.70 in ’03).  The other 2-4 starters are solid and should keep the team in more than enough contests.  Draftee Jae Seo has been impressive so far.  Youngster Jeremy Affeldt is expected to assume an expanded role on the staff in ’04.  For now it appears that role will be as swingman.  Keith Foulke is the best closer in BW (19 WS, 1.27 ERA)

On the Spot in 2004:  Jae Seo and Jeremy Affeldt   

	2003: 68-94
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	R. Hernandez
	SP
	Wolf
	

	1B
	Mientkiewicz
	SP
	Garland
	

	2B
	Ellis
	SP
	Suppan
	

	3B
	A. Ramirez
	SP
	Lohse
	

	SS
	A-Rod
	SP
	Seo
	

	OF
	Wilkerson
	CL
	Foulke
	

	OF
	Patterson
	
	
	

	OF
	Conine
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 10 W’s vs LHP’s (last in BW) 
	

	Farm Star: Jeff Mathis
	


	Best Bench in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Tampa Bay
	2
	Portland
	3
	Maryland
	4
	Buckeye
	5
	Toontown


	Gotham City Gargoyles
	No lineup in BW can be as devastating as this one can be.  A veritable Murderer’s Row faces a pitcher in slots 3-6: Chipper, Bagwell, Chavez and Sheff.  I don’t know if they’ll mash 264 homers again, but they should be close to it in ’04.  Luis Rivas came over in the off-season to give the club a solid glove man at the keystone.  The club would like to get better production from Rivas’ partner- Carlos Guillen- in ’04, as Carlos is better than his .682 OPS of a year ago.  Pitching is the bugaboo of the team for the moment.  The staff is young and for that reason things will be turbulent.  Last year’s best pitcher was Joe Kennedy (14-9, 3.60), but his spring has been a disaster so far.  But on the other side of the coin young Brett Myers has been throwing lights out in camp and figures to break with the Opening Day nod.  After taking a season off, veteran Darren Oliver comes in to lend innings and leadership to the staff.  On the spot in 2004:  Brett Myers

	2003: 75-87
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Pratt/Mayne
	SP
	Myers
	

	1B
	Bagwell
	SP
	Oliver
	

	2B
	Rivas
	SP
	Johnson
	

	3B
	Chavez
	SP
	Lackey
	

	SS
	Guillen
	SP
	Kennedy
	

	OF
	C. Jones
	CL
	Sasaki
	

	OF
	J. Cruz Jr.
	
	
	

	OF
	Sheffield
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 264 HR’s (1st in BW)
	

	Farm Star: Jesse Crain
	

	
	


	Williamsburg Burgesses
	The Burgesses have some questions to answer yet on the roster.  Luckily for them, Jim Thome (55 HR in ’03) and Jacque Jones (.345 BA) are not two of them.  There is no clearly defined #1 catcher in W-burg and it appears a rotation of sorts will allow Jim to cover the left side of his infield with Bellhorn, Counsell and Juan Castro.  The addition of Reggie Sanders and his 19 RH’d homers are very important to the Burgesses in ’04.  Pitching was okay last year (4.38) and figures to be about the same in ’04.  Odie Perez was better than his 10-11 record of a year ago.  Mike Maroth and Johan Santana are expected to hold rotation spots for the whole season.  Elmer Dessesns returns to the rotation while Nate Cornejo can’t be any worse than Steve Sparks last year (7.34 ERA).  Mike DeJean is not the strongest closer in BW.           On the spot in 2004:  Reggie Sanders   

	2003: 86-76
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	???
	SP
	O. Perez
	

	1B
	Thome
	SP
	Maroth
	

	2B
	B. Boone
	SP
	Dessens
	

	3B
	Bellhorn/Counsell
	SP
	Santana
	

	SS
	Castro
	SP
	Cornejo
	

	OF
	J. Jones
	CL
	DeJean
	

	OF
	Matos
	
	
	

	OF
	Burnitz/Sanders
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 13-23 vs RHP’s 
	

	Farm Star: Casey Kotchman
	


	Toontown Rabbits
	Yes- I predict a first to worst scenario unfolding in Toontown.  The reason?  Pitching.  Toontown returns two of its better starts from last season in Kevin Millwood and Ismael Valdes, but after that little else.  The sting of losing Jason Schmidt may be around for some time in Toontown.  As of right now the #4 and 5 spots will see green rookies Matt Roney, Kyle Snyder and R.A. Dickey.  Offensively, though, this is still one of the better clubs in BW.  Barry Bonds (.401 BA & 51 HR) returns after his historic 2003 season.  Magglio Ordonez has proven to be a perfect cohort for Bonds in the lineup.  The Starting Eight are so strong that solid vets (Kevin Millar & Dmitri Young) and mature youngsters (Ken Harvey and Ben Broussard) are going to have to work for PT.

On the Spot in 2004:  Jeriome Robertson   

	2003: 101-61
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	B. Santiago
	SP
	Millwood
	

	1B
	Klesko
	SP
	Valdes
	

	2B
	Loretta
	SP
	Robertson
	

	3B
	Blake
	SP
	???
	

	SS
	A.S. Gonzalez
	SP
	???
	

	OF
	Bonds
	CL
	Rivera
	

	OF
	Mora
	
	
	

	OF
	M. Ordonez
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 3.51 ERA (1st in AL)
	

	Farm Star: David Aardsma
	


	Best Minors in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Taggart
	2
	Northwoods
	3
	Annadale
	4
	Silver
	5
	Portland


	Best Bullpen in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Plum Island
	2
	Greenville
	3
	Maryland
	4
	Baltimore
	5
	Annadale


Cobb Division – American League

	How they finished in 2003…
	…and how I see them in 2004

	1. Syracuse
	4. Rivendell
	1. Syracuse
	4. Waukesha 

	2. Waukesha
	5. West Bend
	2. Silver
	5. Rivendell

	3. Greenville
	6. Silver
	3. Baltimore
	6. Greenville


	Syracuse SkyChiefs
	The defending champs have the talent to repeat in the Cobb, but methinks it will be a much closer race in ’04.  The team returns virtually intact.  Offensively this club can pound the ball with any team.  Led by its star OF trio the Chiefs can expect to put up many more runs again in ’04.  The only slight concerns may be at the corner IF positions where Raffy and Ventura have put another year on the calendar.  The catcher position is a problem area also, but batting in the eighth hole it’s not expected to provide much anyway for the Chiefs.  On the mound the look remains the same.  The Big Unit (24-7, 2.67) goes after another Johnson Award in ’04.  Miguel Batista (14-5, 3.57) was a revelation last season.  Woody Williams enters ’04 healthy and ready to make 30+ starts.  Eric Gagne is very dominant out of the pen.  On the spot in 2004:  Scot Shields 

	2003: 107-55
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Moeller/Marrero
	SP
	Johnson
	

	1B
	R. Palmeiro
	SP
	Wakefield
	

	2B
	Durham
	SP
	Batista
	

	3B
	Ventura
	SP
	W. Williams
	

	SS
	Valentin
	SP
	Shields
	

	OF
	Giles
	CL
	Gagne
	

	OF
	Nixon
	
	
	

	OF
	Walker
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 1008 Runs Scored (#1 in BW)
	

	Farm Star: Dustin Nippert
	


	Silver Sluggers
	Silver has the potential to go from worst in all of BW to best in all of BW.  The off-season turnaround for Silver has been stunning.  Much of it comes from bringing in much needed quality arms.  Recent draftee Brandon Webb has had whispers of greatness around him all spring.  Yes, he may very well front this rotation come Opening Day.  Al Leiter (15-13, 3.09 in LP) came on board during FA and should be of great help.  Reclamation project Pat Hentgen has looked sharp in camp.  Offensively, Lenny has some nice problems to think over.  Both Helms and Hinske have played well at the hot corner in spring.  While team star Carlos Beltran (30 HR, 36 SB) has CF to himself, his corner mates can be chosen from an impressive group of four: J.D. Drew, Preston Wilson, Carl Everett and Jeff DaVanon.  David Ortiz appears to be healthy.  Considering what the big fella did in half a season last year (.967 OPS in 275 AB), well, AL pitchers are hereby warned (  

On the Spot in 2004:  Brandon Webb and Jason Phillips

	2003: 53-109
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Phillips
	SP
	Webb
	

	1B
	D. Ortiz
	SP
	Leiter
	

	2B
	Alomar
	SP
	Lawrence
	

	3B
	Helms/Hinske
	SP
	Thomson
	

	SS
	O. Cabrera
	SP
	Hentgen
	

	OF
	Everett
	CL
	Mantei
	

	OF
	Beltran
	
	
	

	OF
	Wilson/Drew
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 5.44 ERA (last in BW)
	

	Farm Star: Andy Marte
	

	
	


	Baltimore BaySox
	The BaySox look good to start ’04.  Last season’s “Farm Star” Rocco Baldelli has been picked to start in the OF on Opening Day.  Andruw Jones will be joining Rocco and it is imperative for the club’s fortunes than he do better than his ’03 performance (.255, 20 HR).  Young masher Aubrey Huff (.346 BA) returns to the middle of the lineup.  Catcher Javy Lopez is definitely better than his .229 BA and paltry 9 homers in ’03.  David Wells is once again the club’s ace (12-8, 3.18 ERA in ’03).  Trachsel and Fogg aren’t overpowering, but should prove dependable.  The bullpen is full of quality arms including Paul Shuey, Tim Worrell and Wilson Alvarez.  John Halama appears to the fifth starter for now although the possibility remains that he could head back to the pen and serve as a second lefty for Clintom.

On the Spot in 2004:  Rocco Baldelli and Dan Kolb    

	2003: 68-94
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	J. Lopez
	SP
	D. Wells
	

	1B
	Huff
	SP
	Trachsel
	

	2B
	Kennedy
	SP
	Fogg
	

	3B
	Beltre
	SP
	Meche
	

	SS
	Furcal
	SP
	Halama
	

	OF
	A. Jones
	CL
	Kolb
	

	OF
	Baldelli
	
	
	

	OF
	S. Green
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 31 Home wins (11th in AL)
	

	Farm Star: Josh Barfield
	


	Best Teams in BRASSWORLD

	1
	Maryland
	2
	Plum Island
	3
	Portland
	4
	Lafontaine Park
	5
	Syracuse


	Waukesha Keglers
	The Keglers don’t so much as “fall” to fourth in my projections.  Rather, the other clubs have simply “jumped” ahead of the Bowlers.  This is still a quality BW team that will make things interesting for opponents.  One concern is Piazza behind the plate.  Years of squatting appear to be finally catching up to him.  Wisely, Eddie Perez was brought in as insurance at the position.  Curiously, 2B is now a large void after Biggio was sent to man CF. Mike Lowell came over for Jim Edmonds and should prove to be one of the better corner men in BW.  The starting rotation lacks a true ace, but makes up for that with dependable vets throughout.  Ramon Ortiz (16-8, 3.63) is the best returning starter, but Padilla will probably get the ball on Opening Day by virtue of his better stuff.  Izzy may be hard pressed to save 52 games again in ’04.  

On the Spot in 2004:  Mike Lowell  

	2003: 97-65
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Piazza/Perez
	SP
	Padilla
	

	1B
	Simon
	SP
	Ram. Ortiz
	

	2B
	???
	SP
	Burkett
	

	3B
	Lowell
	SP
	D’Amico
	

	SS
	Jeter
	SP
	Reynolds
	

	OF
	Jenkins
	CL
	Isringhausen
	

	OF
	Biggio
	
	
	

	OF
	Winn
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: .278 BA (#1 in BW)
	

	Farm Star: Jason Arnold
	


	Rivendell Knights
	Offensivley the Knights should be able to score with just about any club- and that is without Jason Giambi and Sammy Sosa whom they sent away in separate deals.  Draftee Jody Gerut should be in the starting lineup from Day One.  Jason Varitek is a solid hitting catcher (18 HR, .281 BA in ’03).  Aaron Boone is an almost cinch to better his .212 BA of a season ago and if he keeps the 48 doubles he hit- even better for the Knights!  Tim Salmon was one of the unsung stars of ’03 in Maryland (.965 OPS), but it is hard to fathom him approaching that level again in ’04.  Not often a starter with a 6.40 ERA from the year before is the staff ace, but that is the case with Rivendell where the pitching isn’t terribly talented.  The bottom of the rotation will be filled by a journeyman (Doug Davis) and youngsters (Vargas & Silva).  Expecting a rookie (Mike MacDougal) to close games is a move fraught with peril.  On the Spot in 2004:  Jody Gerut and Mike MacDougal

	2003: 72-90
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Varitek
	SP
	L. Hernandez
	

	1B
	Durazo
	SP
	Tomko
	

	2B
	Castillo
	SP
	Sele
	

	3B
	A. Boone
	SP
	Davis
	

	SS
	Aurilia
	SP
	Silva/Vargas
	

	OF
	Salmon
	CL
	MacDougal
	

	OF
	Gerut
	
	
	

	OF
	Owens/ V’ Wal
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: 245 SB (1st in BW)
	

	Farm Star: David Bush
	


	Greenville Black Sox
	I don’t know if pitching and defense will be enough for the Black Sox to make a return trip to October this season.  True, the hitting has been improved with the additions of Moises Alou and Jose Guillen.  But those two are about the only significant power hitters on the club.  The dynamic Ichiro (.302 BA, 75 SB) is still the main cog of the machine.  Somehow A.J. Pierzynski is more valuable than his .270 BA and two homers would attest to.  Mark Buehrle (14-9, 3.51) returns as the ace of the staff.  Darrell May should find the spacious home park to his liking.  Tim Redding is expected to take a regular turn in the rotation this season.  Star closer Robb Nen is hurt and will miss the entire season.  Into the closer void steps veteran Flash Gordon.  The Sox do sport one of the deeper pens in BW with Paul Quantrill, Felix Heredia, Joe Nathan and Aquilino Lopez all down there.

On the Spot in 2004:  Jose Guillen and Tim Redding 

	2003: 87-75
	

	Lineup
	Pitchers
	

	C
	Pierzynski
	SP
	Buehrle
	

	1B
	T. Martinez
	SP
	May
	

	2B
	DeRosa/Baerga
	SP
	Moss
	

	3B
	Spiezio
	SP
	Redding
	

	SS
	D. Cruz
	SP
	???
	

	OF
	Alou/Higginson
	CL
	Gordon
	

	OF
	Ichiro
	
	
	

	OF
	J. Guillen
	
	
	

	2003 Key Stat: Only 73 Errors (Best in AL)
	

	Farm Star: Adam LaRoche
	


Web Standings

They’re back.  Make sure you check in at the site during the season to see how the season is progressing.  Henry does a great job keeping the site updated.  Just make sure you pass along your results to me.

Overusage

Please remember to pay attention to your player usage.  Players are limited to 103% of their actual IP’s and PA’s.  Going over the allotted buffers will result in fines being levied.  So, pay attention to your team and nothing bad will happen (  The files distributed by Corey have not been changed to reflect 103%- they are still the players actual numbers so you will need to do the math yourself.

Trades

81. Baltimore trades Kevin Appier and Kris Benson to Port Richey for Port Richey's 2005 2nd round draft choice.
82. Port Richey trades Mike Matthews to Buckeye for $300,000.
83. Silver trades Pokey Reese and $525,000 to Plum Island for a bottle of Greenhead nectar.
84. Virginia trades Aaron Cook to Aspen for Fernando Vina.
85. Tampa Bay trades Tony Graffanino to Plum Island for Marvin Benard and Plum Island's 2005 2nd round draft choice.
86. Waukesha trades Warren Morris to Gotham City for $105,000.
Upcoming Deadlines

April 30th
Results due to opponents

April 30th
Results due to statisticians (Bob and Corey)

May 7th
Pitching rotations due to Mark and HAL for road opponents due out

Fines

None (
Articles

A few articles have rolled in to start the season.  Enjoy.

Next Issue of News & Report

One month is done.

Gotham City Gargoyles 2004

After finishing 75-87 in 2003 the 2004 Gotham City version will attempt to improve on that mark. 

Projected Line-up
Carlos Guillen

Jose Cruz Jr.

Gary Sheffield

Eric Chavez

Jeff Bagwell

Chipper Jones

Mayne/ Pratt

Luis Rivas

In 2003, GCG out-homered its opponents 264 to 205 but was outscored by 60 or so runs. The main reason was the lack of on base percentage from the top of the order. The number one and two positions held an OB% of .306 and .302 respectively. Essentially there was no one on base for the 3-4-5-6 hitters. Hopefully that will change with Carlos Guillen and Jose Cruz Jr. (100 walks) at the top of the order. 

Projected Rotation

Jason Johnson

Darrin Oliver

Brett Myers

John Lackey

Billy Traber / Joe Kennedy

Gotham City finished 2003 with and ERA of 5.12 which was 23rd of 24 Brassworld entries. Gone are the likes of Travis Phelps (11.27), Luke Prokopec (8.31), and Shawn Estes (6.95). Brett Myers should improve on his 8.64 ERA of 2003. Joe Kennedy, by far our most effective starter in 2003, will be relegated to a swingman role in 2004. Jason Johnson, free agent addition Darrin Oliver, John Lackey and Myers head up an improved rotation. Improved is a relative term, as the starters had a 5.49 ERA in 2003. 

The 2004 starting rotation total salary is 3.3 million of a total team payroll of 41.5 million. This is a mere 8% of total payroll. Now I have not had time to check the percentage spent on starters but I cannot imagine any team in Brassworld spending a lower percentage on their starting rotation. Now this is not something we are boasting about, it is just the way it worked out. GCG did turned down a free agent bid on Darrell may for 3 years $9 million simply because he didn’t seem like the type of pitcher who will be worth $3 million two years from now. 

Jason Johnson is the highest paid at 1.2 million, no one else is over a million. The bullpen is deep and strong, it would have to be in order to support such an average starting staff.  Latroy Hawkins leads a list of no less than 10 relievers that will be shuttled in and out from month to month. 

2004 Outlook and Beyond

Truthfully, barring something unforeseen, the best GCG could finish is 3rd in the Ruth Division. Plum Island and Portland are very strong. Toontown and Williamsburg are returning play-off teams so we’ll have our work cut out for us.  

The team is pretty much intact until the end of the 2005 season. Then Bagwell, Cruz Jr., and Sheffield will become free agents, and Cuddyer is entering arbitration. The development of Heilman, Traber, Myers, and Lackey are key to developing a solid pitching staff while controlling costs.  

Virginia Patriots Preseason Look for 2004

The Pats are set and ready for season #2 of the BrassWorld League and hoping to improve upon our first season of 90-72.  Some retooling occurred during the off-season with free agency and trades.  This article is an update to our article a few months ago on the Pats plan for 2004.

PreSeason Team Look:

Catcher

Jorge Posada is solid at catcher at .281/.405/.518.  Jorge can play most games with Geronimo Gil as the backup when needed.  Javier Valentin and Pete LaForest waiting in the minors.  LaForest is interesting in that he could be a decent hitter for Tampa Bay if given the chance.

First Base

The Pats big man is Carlos Delgado.  The big guy played 161 games with .302/.426/.593 including 43 HRs and is the heart and soul of the Pats offense.  Delgado is signed for one more year.

Second Base

The Pats traded both of their second baseman in the off season for pitching.  Placido Polanco was traded for BH Kim and Todd Walker was traded for CC Sabathia.   

This year the Pats will use a 4 way platoon at 2b.  Carlos Febles will play vs lhp, while Willie Bloomquist, Jamie Carroll, and Frank Menechino will share the 2b job vs rhp.  This set up is not the best, but I guess, it is the price of trading for improved pitching.  If anyone has some second base help, the Pats would listen to any offers.

ShortStop

Nomar is the 6 million dollar man here.  Nomar’s numbers were .301/.345/.524. Nomar plays every day.

Third Base

Rookie Ty Wigginton played the entire season for the Mets and finished up with .255/.318/.396 in 156 games; he doesn’t fair as well vs rhp, so Willie Bloomquist will play some games at 3b.

Left Field

Jay Payton had a good season with the Rockies at .302/.354/.512.  He is our everyday left fielder.  He also is Y4 and we will need to decide on arbitration after the season.

Center Field

Another trade brought newcomer Milton Bradley to Virginia.  Bradley is also Y4 and Arbitration decisions are needed soon.  Bradley with limited PA s will platoon with Kerry Robinson and Jason Michaels in CF. This combination of cf/of should provide some nice options for the Pats field manager.

Right Field

Lefty, Jay Gibbons Y3 will play rf everyday.  Gibby played 160 games with the O’s at .277/.330/.456.  The Pats are hoping that Gibby might have a breakout season soon.

Starting Pitching:

The Pats believe their strength is in their starting pitching, and with some offseason trades, Pat’s management believes that this should continue:

Greg Maddux, 36 starts

Tim Hudson, 35 starts

Bartolo Colon, 35 starts

CC Sabathia, 31 starts (acquired in trade)

Solomon Torres 19 starts (recent FA sign)

Eric Milton, returning from a knee injury hopefully will return to form next season and youngster Aaron Cook is hoping for a brighter future as well in Colorado.

Bullpen:

BH Kim is the big off-season pick up here.  With 122 IPs he will see a lot of late inning action and possibly a few starts as well.  The new bullpen includes Will Cunnane, Danny Patterson, Gabe White, Ron Mahay and Rick White.  Jorge Julio returns from last season and hopes to find his rookie season success.  Youngsters Grant Balfour and Jon Adkins hope to find a roster spot in the near future.

The Pats look good on paper, can this team perform well on the field?  Time will tell, we are  looking forward to some good NL competition this season especially in the Aaron Division of the NL.

Forecasting Pitcher Performance (Lenny Luchtefeld)
 

The 2003 season saw 40 pitchers at age 23 or younger.   This group saw 7 of the 40 pitchers reach 10 wins or more, but only 16 pitchers with an earned run average of 4.00 or less.   In fact, 21 pitchers out of the group of 40 had an earned run average of 4.50 or higher, indicating more seasoning or developmental time or an inability to function at the major league level.    

Evaluating or forecasting rookie pitchers, or those with less than three years of professional league experience beyond Double A levels, requires three primary indicators – dominance, command, and control ratios.   These abilities fall outside of park effects and league averages to an overwhelming degree, focusing solely on the talents of the pitcher in question.

Dominance (Strikeout) Ratio
Dom = (k*9)/ip
The 2003 starting pitchers with the highest Dominance Ratios include:  Pedro Martinez, Javier Vazquez, Mark Prior, Randy Johnson, Jason Schmidt, Josh Beckett, Brandon Webb, Kerry Wood, Johan Santana, and Curt Schilling.  

These pitchers have dominance rates of 8.50 strikeouts per 9 innings of higher.   The strikeout ratio provides the biggest indication of whether a pitcher has a prime career ahead of him.   The strikeout pitcher allows fewer runs by virtue of his ability to pitch out of potentially game-altering situations.   He possesses an arsenal of pitches that trouble or give hitters a high degree of difficulty at the plate.   Most of all, the strikeout pitcher has a longer career on average than others at the position.   These pitchers are especially effective in their late thirties, as they’ve learned to rely more heavily on their secondary pitchers.   

Pitchers without high strikeout ratios require more emphasis on control and team defensive ability.    They see higher fluctuations in their earned run average and strand rates.   

The danger with strikeout pitchers comes from wildness or inconsistency.   These pitchers often “throw” more than “pitch” in the earlier parts of their career, leading to instances where they frequently serve as their own worst enemies.   

Johan Santana experienced horrific 2000 and 2001 seasons because he couldn’t control his pitches.   With his breakthrough in 2003, Santana stands as the best left-handed power pitcher in the game, perhaps only behind a healthy Randy Johnson.   

Having the pitcher with a high strikeout ratio makes winning championships much easier, also providing less stress and utilization of the bullpen figures.   This collection of top strikeout pitchers posted a 121-81 record over the 2003 season.   

Control (Walk) Ratio
Con = (bb*9)/ip
The 2003 starting pitchers with excellent control ratios include:  Sidney Ponson, Kevin Brown, Brad Penny, Esteban Loaiza, Andy Pettitte, Roy Oswalt, and Mike Mussina.  These pitchers earned a 114-59 record over the 2003 season.   

The best control pitchers also have moderate or great strikeout ability, but they survive by their ability to throw strikes, issuing a low rate of bases on balls.   

The control pitcher differs from the strikeout artist in that he relies more heavily on team defense.   These pitchers allow a higher amount of hits per 9 innings because they don’t possess authoritative pitchers.   They survive by mental awareness and deception as much as the quality of their pitches.   

Command Ratio
Com = k/bb
Looking at strikeout or walk ratios in isolation, rather than as two essential components, misses the mark in observing pitchers.   Some pitchers like Kazuhisa Ishii and Oliver Perez have excellent dominance ratios but have difficulty finding the plate with a majority of their pitchers.   A similar or equivalent number of walks and strikeouts diminish the power component of a pitcher.   Ishii and Perez combined for a 13-17 record.   They threw such a high number of pitches per game that they rarely made it past the fifth or sixth innings.   

Pitchers with similar walk and strikeout totals rarely have long careers in the major leagues.   Ishii and Perez receive more opportunities than other pitchers because of their high strikeout totals.   Managers hope for a slight mechanical adjustment or pitch selection measure that will diminish their liabilities.

Desired Indicator Levels
Dominance = 8.5 or more
Control = 2.75 or less
Command = 2.5 or more
Rookie Pitching Stars
Pitchers with these indicators levels have a great opportunity for success in the major leagues. The best pitchers for 2004, or the ones with the greatest upside or expectations, include Los Angeles’ Edwin Jackson and Cincinnati’s Ryan Wagner.   These two players, barring any unforeseen events or circumstances, should reach All-Star level by 2007.   Though both players are extremely young, they score well enough in these indicators for justifying such expectations. As a general rule of thumb, great pitching wins championships.  The best pitchers are those with the highest strikeout ratios.   

Taking Jackson or Wagner is one of the best decisions you can make in any 2004 draft.   Even if they don’t develop, they possess the skills and attributes necessary for big league success.  Taking a flyer on pitchers with these expectations or levels of talents always comes across as a “no brainer,” a decision too good to pass up.   

Top Strikeout Pitchers (Age)
Edwin Jackson (20)
Ryan Wagner (21)
Chad Cordero (21)

Oliver Perez (22)

Rich Harden (22)

Francisco Rodriguez (22)

Mark Prior (23)

Josh Beckett (23)

Top Control Pitchers (Age)
Mark Prior (23)

Chad Cordero (21)

Jason Davis (23)
Jimmy Gobble (22)

Danny Harem (23)
C.C. Sabathia (23)

Top Command Pitchers (Age)
Mark Prior (23)

Chad Cordero (21)
Josh Beckett (23)

Francisco Rodriguez (22)
Dontrelle Willis (22)

C.C. Sabathia (23)
Ryan Wagner (21)

Rankings
Top Rookie Pitchers
1.  Edwin Jackson
2.  Ryan Wagner
3.  Chad Cordero
4.  Rich Harden
5.  Dontrelle Willis
6.  Oscar Villarreal
7.  Jimmy Gobble
8.  Jeremy Bonderman
9.  Jesse Foppert
10.  Jerome Williams
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