BW National League Preview for 2005
As the BW 2005 season is about to begin, I thought it might be fun to look at the NL from a statistical preview.  The NL has been a competitive group since day one of BW.   

My thought was to try to calculate the expected runs scored versus the expected runs yielded for each team.  This is the best predictor of wins and losses from a simple statistics view.  

Since starting lineups, rotations and defenses are not known at this time, lefty/righty numbers not used, this review is simply a rough cut based upon the entire roster, just to give a preview of what might occur.  I performed a rough analysis based upon each team’s roster as follows:

For Expected Runs scored:

I used each hitter’s At Bats X OB X Slugging to arrive at expected runs.  I summed each teams hitting roster, and prorated it based upon 5640 At Bats (the average number of At Bats per team on my replay runs).
For Expected Runs Yielded:

I used each pitcher’s Innings X ERA to arrive at earned runs for each pitcher.  This was summed for all pitchers on the team’s roster and then prorated for 1450 innings (the average number of Innings per team on my replay runs).  I then added a flat 72 runs per team for unearned runs since I did not consider each team’s defense in this review.
The resulting table for the BW Aaron Division follows:

	Team
	Salary
	Expected Runs Scored
	Expected Runs Yielded
	Expected Run Differential

	LaFontaine Park Diamonds


	49,945,167


	912.7


	714.3


	198.4



	Annadale Anteaters


	60,983,334


	838.6


	691.9


	146.7



	Virginia Patriots


	48,741,002


	895.6


	770.1


	125.5



	Buckeye Eclipse


	43,050,000


	872.3


	787.9


	84.4



	Tampa Bay Bravos


	41,602,500


	810.9


	824.1


	-13.2



	Port Richey Sandcranes


	44,720,416


	797.5


	820.7


	-23.2




Here is the powerful Mays Division, note the top three powerhouses:
	Team
	Salary
	Expected Runs Scored
	Expected Runs Yielded
	Expected Run Differential

	Northwoods Moose
	51,057,500


	964.2
	695.7
	268.6

	Torrington Trumpeteers


	44,670,500


	907.5


	647.0


	260.5



	Maryland Mounders


	46,774,000


	957.3


	693.0


	264.4



	Aspen Rainmakers
	45,882,501


	823.0
	794.0
	28.9

	West Oakland Wolverines


	43,784,500


	781.4


	796.0


	-14.6



	Mansfield Mounties


	33,561,001


	767.3


	833.4


	-66.1




Based upon the expected runs scored/runs yielded table we can estimate the expected wins and losses using the Bill James Pythagorean formula.  Here is the expected wins table for the Aaron Division:

	Team
	Expected Wins
	Expected Losses
	Expected PCT

	LaFontaine Park Diamonds


	100

	62

	.620


	Annadale Anteaters


	96

	66

	.595


	Virginia Patriots


	93

	69

	.575


	Buckeye Eclipse


	89

	73

	.551


	Tampa Bay Bravos


	80

	82

	.492


	Port Richey Sandcranes


	79

	83

	.486



Here are the expected wins for the Mays Division:
	Team
	Expected Wins
	Expected Losses
	Expected PCT

	Northwoods Moose
	107
	55
	.658

	Torrington Trumpeteers


	107
	55
	.663

	Maryland Mounders


	106
	56
	0.656



	Aspen RainMakers
	84
	78
	.518

	West Oakland Wolverines


	79
	83
	.491


	Mansfield Mounties


	74
	88
	.459


So, as you can see, it appears to be a very competitive year once again in the NL of BW.  The Mays Division appears set for a great race!
Hope that you find this interesting.  The attached EXCEL is the detail that corresponds to these tables.  
